


gates to Walkway Over the Hudson 
State Historic Park. Unique 
features and attractions worthy 
of your  exploration can be found 
in the nine Discovery Zones, four 
shown here in the Town of Lloyd 
and five in Poughkeepsie.
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A RECREATION ZONE FOR ALL LEVELS OF ADVENTURE

Even earlier, the mountain provided refuge for the local citizenry as the British bombarded the waterfront during the Revolutionary War.
Later, it was home to one of Highland’s most colorful characters, Levi Calhoun. A genuine American “mountain man,” Calhoun was born in 
1890, one of 18 children. Presaging modern environmentalists, he constructed his house out of recycled, flattened tin cans and lived off 
the land collecting ginseng, snakeroot, horehound, and colt foot. He trapped foxes, raccoons, rabbits, and muskrats, all of which still live 
in the forests, orchards, and rocky slopes of Illinois Mountain.  

Today, as part of Berean Park, adventurers can choose their own level of adventure. At the mountain’s base,  recreational fishing, picnicking 
and lake swimming are complimented by gentlehiking paths. More strenuous trails that venture deeper into the wilderness and higher 
toward the peak (1,125 feetabove sea level) pierce the samelandscape navigated by earlier explorers. Seasonal activities include 
mountain biking and snow shoeing.Whatever your pleasure, immerse yourself in all of nature’s bounty, little changed from the time 
of those westward migrating New Englanders.

In the early 1800s, homesteaders who migrated from
New England to the Northwestern Territory often passed 
through the Mid Hudson Valley. Smitten by the area—or 
simply tired from the arduous journey—some settled 
here instead, naming this highest point in the region 
“Illinois Mountain” after their intended destination.

Berean Park has provided family friendly 
swimming for decades.

Levi Calhoun by the house he built, mostly from recycled materials.
Red Trail: 0.38mi

White Trail: 0.80mi

Blue Trail: 2.27mi

Yellow Trail: 2.01mi

LEGEND

ILLINOIS MOUNTAIN
BEREAN PARK

NOTE: Map not drawn to scale

This map provides an overview of the 
various Greater Walkway Experience 
Discovery Zones and their distinct  
geography and cultural features,  
including a handy legend that gives 
approximate distances to each zone 
from either the western or eastern
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Trolleys like this ran 9-miles between Highland Landing 
and New Paltz, where passengers were met by stage 
coach to take them to mountain resorts.

Main Street in 1903 with the laying of 
the new brick pavement. Note the 
transition between the old horse-drawn 
labor and steam-driven power.

Glad day in August 1915 when the town 
celebrated the opening of a brick-paved 
state road linking the hamlet 
to Highland Landing.

HIGHLAND
HAMLET

CLASSIC, SMALL TOWN AMERICA ON THE WEST BANK OF THE HUDSON

Seeking higher ground, early settlers established this quaint 
hamlet surrounded by farmland with not-so-distant views of the 
Hudson. To this day, locals still take its geography literally, 
pronouncing their home “high land.” Its destiny was not always 
assured. When Philip Elting first donated land for a church 
back in the 1820s and built stores to form the town 
center, many referred to his venture as “Philip’s Folly.” 

More than half century later, the railroad transformed 
this folly into an economic hub, including a large 
lumber yard that served an expanding population 
and building boom. Tragically, fire destroyed much 
of the business district in 1891, but it was rebuilt in 

brick and stone. A trolley, which linked New Paltz to the Hudson, 
once ran right through town; this presaged a peak in population 
which arose from a more elaborate railway system connecting 
Kingston and Newburgh. With the advent of the automobile and
          construction of 9W, the commercial center shifted away
              from the hamlet, nicely preserving much of its
                  turn-of-the-century charms. 

                    Today, its industrial heyday is celebrated not only
                    in the architecture, but with a renewed vitality 
                   where boutique shops and restaurants thrive amid
                  the beauty and tranquility of the Hudson Valley. 
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Had it not been for the visionary activism of a dedicated few, this beautiful and historic tract of Hudson Valley woodlands
might be just a distant memory. Instead, the grass-roots environmental and land-use advocacy organization, Scenic Hudson, purchased the 
land in 2003 as part of its crusade to preserve and revitalize the natural wonder along this majestic river. Now a state park named after 

the organization’s founding member and guiding spirit, Franny Reese, it’s home to 250 stunning acres and 2.5 miles of trails. 

Overlooks, like this one on the Blue Trail, provide 
spectacular vistas east over the Hudson River.

A print of Cedar Glen in its heyday showing the carriage road in use. 
Note how open the land was then and when allowed, how nature loves 
to fill a vacuum.

FRANNY REESE
STATE PARK

A WILD WOODLAND PRESERVED

Development of a different sort characterized 
this acreage in a bygone era. The Victorian 
estate, Cedar Glen, was positioned here by 
Dr. Charles H. Roberts in the 1860s to take full 
advantage of panoramic views. A successful 
dentist who profited from his pioneering use 
of anesthesia, Dr. Roberts’ business acumen 
increased his wealth along with the grandeur of 
his estate. He created a series of scenic drives 
throughout the property. His daughter cultivated 
the land for a state-of-the-art dairy farm.

Sadly, a bitter dispute among his heirs left 
the estate in ruins and nature reclaimed most 
of this landscaped haven. However, vestiges 
include the old carriage road which passes
 by twisted ravines and varied terrain to 
provide public access to breathtaking overlooks 
that had long been privately held. Sharing this 
gift of nature once again with the people of 
Hudson Valley would give special delight to 
populist environmentalist and park namesake, 
Franny Reese. 
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